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Two  Orthodox  Resources   
Available  To  You

To  help  people  and  
parishes  discover  

and  live  their  
stewardship  callings  

so  that  they  may  
have  a  good  account  
before  the  awesome  

judgement  seat  of  
Christ.

To  help  transform 
and  improve 

Orthodox  Church 
organizations, 
parishes,  and 

ministries  in  order 
to  strengthen  the 

Body  of  Christ.

https://orthodoxministry.org/https://stewardshipcalling.com/



Stewardship  Calling
Resources



Effective  
Church  Model 

& Engaged  
Discipleship

Steward-
ship

Strategic 
Planning

Podcasts
Internet 

Radio

Leader-
ship

Your  Always  Free  Parish  Resource

www.stewardshipcalling.com

WHY 
Are  You 

Here?
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Effective 

Worship 

Experience

Consensus  

Vision and  

Strategic  Plan

Engaged  

Disciples

Culture of True  

Stewardship

Stewardship  Calling  Effective  Church  Model



www.stewardship

calling.com

Effective  Church  

Model  tab 

(with detailed 

presentations 

covering 3 of the 

4 dimensions of 

an Effective 

Church)

http://www.stewardshipcalling.com/


You  can  watch  or  

download  2  videos  

that  teach the 

Igniting The Flame 

of True Christian 

Stewardship 

Program at: 

https://stewardship

calling.com/videos/

Stewardship  Tab 

at 

www.stewardship

calling.com

https://stewardshipcalling.com/videos/
mailto:Bill@stewardshipcalling.com


Financial  Stewardship  

Analysis  for  Churches  

(“FSA”)A  Special  Free  Service  Available  to  Your  Parish

~ How  well  is  your  church  really  doing  from  a  financial  
stewardship  perspective?

~ The  Stewardship  Calling  FSA  was  developed  over  the  last  
12+  years  using  best  practices  and  financial  analytics  
adapted  to  Orthodox  Christian  parishes. 

~ It  has  been  used  by  over  250+  churches  to  better 
understand  what  is  happening  with  their  financial  
stewardship  and  where  they  need  to  focus

~ It  includes  key  performance  indicator  metrics  and 
performance  comparisons 

Learn more here: https://stewardshipcalling.com/financial-
stewardship-analysis-fsa-for-churches/

Or  contact: Bill@stewardshipcalling.com

https://stewardshipcalling.com/financial-stewardship-analysis-fsa-for-churches/
mailto:Bill@stewardshipcalling.com


You  can  watch  
or  download  2  
videos  that  
teach Parish  
Strategic 
Planning  at: 
http://stewards
hipcalling.com/
parish-strategic-
planning-video/

Strategic Planning  Tab at 

www.stewardshipcalling.com

You  can  download  several  Strategic Plans   

http://stewardshipcalling.com/strategic-planning/

http://stewardshipcalling.com/parish-strategic-planning-video/
mailto:Bill@stewardshipcalling.com
http://stewardshipcalling.com/strategic-planning/


www.stewardship

calling.com

Understanding 
Your Why and 
Living Your 
Stewardship 
Calling Program 
is available 
under the 
Keynote & 
Leadership tab 
and  the Why 
Are You Here 
page

http://www.stewardshipcalling.com/


www.stewardship

calling.com

Servant 
Leadership 
Program is 
available under 
the Keynote & 
Leadership tab 
and  the 
Leadership page

http://www.stewardshipcalling.com/


www.stewardship

calling.com

Effective  
Communications  
Program is 
available under 
the Keynote & 
Leadership tab 
and  Effective 
Communications 
“From  Teacher 
to Preacher to 
Reacher” page

http://www.stewardshipcalling.com/


https://stewardship

calling.com/steward

ship-ministry-

handbooks/

Sample  Ministry  Handbooks



Send  questions  to: Bill@stewardshipcalling.com

You  can  download  this  presentation at: 

www.stewardshipcalling.com

Under the Stewardship  Tab
go to  the  Direct 

Archdiocesan  District  & 
Metropolis  of  New  Jersey 

- Igniting  the  Flame  of  
True  Orthodox Christian  

Stewardship  page  at 
https://stewardshipcalling.

com/direct-archdiocese-
district-metropolis-of-new-
jersey-igniting-the-flame-

of-true-orthodox-christian-
stewardship/

http://www.stewardshipcalling.com/
https://stewardshipcalling.com/direct-archdiocese-district-metropolis-of-new-jersey-igniting-the-flame-of-true-orthodox-christian-stewardship/


1. Based  on  the  HOLY  SCRIPTURE definitions  of  
Stewardship,  and  the  SCIENCE  of  
GENEROSITY  STUDIES,  implement  specific  
actions  and   communication  strategies  to  create  
and  teach  a  culture  and  social  network  of  
generosity  and  attitude  of  abundance.

2. Ensure  consensus  ALIGNMENT  OF  ALL  KEY 
LEADERS and  stakeholders  to  your  new  
stewardship  program.  

3. Begin  a  TITHING and  Percentage  Giving  Program

4. Develop  and  implement  a  stewardship  program  
focused  more  on  SOLICITING  TIME  AND
ENGAGEMENT in  the  church  ministries.  

Effective  Parish  “To  Do”  Review
1-151-15



5. Design  and  implement  a  process  that  would  work  in  
your  Parish  to  PERSONALLY  SOLICIT every  
steward

6A. Adopt/adapt  one  of  the  3  best  personal  solicitation  
approaches  to  PERSONALLY reach  every  steward:

Plan  A - In  home  personal  visitations
Plan B - In  home  group  gatherings
Plan C - Personal  telephone  calls. 

6B. Implement  a  COUNCIL  OF  MINISTRIES  and  engage  
all  your  faithful  in  at  least  one  Ministry.

7. Establish  a  Welcoming  Ministry  and  create  a  “TOTAL
WELCOMING  EXPERIENCE”

Effective  Parish  “To  Do”  Review
1-151-15



8. Establish  a  Thanking  Ministry  and  create  a  strong  
“CULTURE  OF  THANKING.”

9.  (1) Establish  an  effective  YOUTH  STEWARDSHIP 
PROGRAM

(2) HIRE  A  FULL-TIME  PARISH  STAFF person  to  focus  
on  youth  and  emerging  adults  : (a)  religious  
education;  (b)  church  engagement;  and  (c)  
stewardship  training. Establish  an  effective  youth  
stewardship  program  and  hire  a  full-time  Parish  staff  
person  to  focus  on  youth  and  emerging  adults 

10. Develop  the  processes and  systems  to  REGULARLY  AND
PUBLICLY  COMMUNICATE your  stewardship  message  
with  integrity,  accountability  and  transparency  all  
stewardship,  financial  and  other  Parish  information.

Effective  Parish  “To  Do”  Review
1-151-15



11. Establish  a  YEAR-LONG  STEWARDSHIP  schedule  and  
CAMPAIGN with  extensive  stewardship  messages  in  
many  places  from  many  voices.   

12. Develop  and  implement  a  PLANNED/ESTATE  GIVING  
program. 

13. Consistently  COMMUNICATE  all  stewardship,  financial  
and  other  Parish  information  with  INTEGRITY,  
ACCOUNTABILITY  AND  TRANSPARENCY.

14. Create  and  implement  a  “SMALL  GROUP  MINISTRY”  
program. 

15. Recruit  and  train  a  full  STEWARDSHIP  TEAM to  
perform  all  of  the  various  activities  and  functions.

Effective  Parish  “To  Do”  Review
1-151-15



Suggested  Book  
Reading  List



Suggested  Reading  List
(Successful  Church  

Transformation)



Suggested  Reading  List
(Culture and Leadership)



Suggested  Reading  List
(Operational  Excellence)



A  Great  Process  for  Effective
Execution  and  Leadership

1. Determine  your  WIG(s)  
(Wildly  Important  Goals)

2. Act  on  Lead  Measures

3. Create  a  compelling  
scoreboard

4. Create  a  cadence  of 
accountability

http://the4disciplinesofexecution.com/

The  4  Disciplines  of  Execution

NOTE: Some  adaptation  may  be  required  to  apply  certain  of  these  proven  principles  

in  a  church  environment



Suggested  Reading  List
Operational  and 

Communications  Excellence



Suggested  Reading  List
(Stewardship)



Suggested  Reading  List
(Stewardship) 



Suggested  Reading  List
(Calling & Purpose) 



Suggested  Reading  List
(Calling & Purpose) 



Suggested  Reading  List
Youth & Emerging Adults



Suggested  Reading  List
Youth & Emerging Adults



Suggested  Reading  List
(Healthy  Parishes)



Suggested  Reading  List
(Reimaging  The  Church  

and  Salvation  as  An  
Infinite  Game)



“Social  Capital”

A  key  to  a  healthy  Parish  is  
to  increase  “Social  Capital.”

Social  Capital  = 

1. the  collective  
value  of  everyone  
you  know  (your  
“social networks”)

2. the  desire  to  do  
things  for  each  
other  that  our  
networks  foster 
(“reciprocity”)



A  Reflection  on  
Christian  Stewardship¹

“Do  I  possess  the  house  in  which  I  live?  No,  it  
is  only  on loan  to  me  from  God  while  I  
remain  in  that  place.  

Do  I possess  the  clothes  I  wear?  No,  they  are  
on  loan  to  me  until  they  wear  out,  or  until  I  
give  them  away  to  someone  in  greater  need.  

Do  I  possess  this  body  that  you  see  before 
you?  No,  it  was  lent  to  me  by  God  when  I  
was  born,  and  He  will  take  it  back  when  I  
die.  

Do  I  possess  the  mind  that  is  composing  the  
words  that  I  speak?  No,  that  too  was  lent  by 
God  at  my  birth  and  will  go  when  I  die.”

¹ St  John  Chrysostom  from  On  Living  Simply:  The  Golden  Voice of  John  Chrysostom



“So  do  I  possess  anything?  

Yes,  I  possess  the  virtues which  during  my  life  
have  grown  and  flourished  within my  soul.  

Inasmuch  as  I  have  grown  in  faith,  I  possess  
faith.  Inasmuch  as  I  have  grown  in  
gentleness,  I possess  gentleness.  

These  things  are  immortal;  they are  divine  gifts  
which  God  will  not  take  away,  because   He  
wants  heaven  itself  to  be  filled  with  virtue.  

And,  of  course,  I  possess  my  soul,  in  which  
these  virtues  have  their  roots.”

¹ St  John  Chrysostom  from  On  Living  Simply:  The  Golden  Voice of  John  Chrysostom

A  Reflection  on  
Christian  Stewardship¹



Suggested  TED  
Talks – You  Tube  

Watching  List



Start  With  Why  - How  
Great  Leaders  Inspire  

Everyone  To  Take  Action

TED.COM – Simon  Sinek

http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html

http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html


GRIT:  The  Biggest  
Contributor  to  Success

TED.COM – Dr. Angela Lee Duckworth
https://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_grit_the_power_of_

passion_and_perseverance?language=en

http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html


On  Technology  And  Faith

TED.COM – Rev  Billy  Graham
https://www.ted.com/talks/billy_graham_on_technology_and_faith?

language=en

http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html


On  Leading  A  
Life  Of  Purpose

TED.COM - Pastor  Rick  Warren
https://www.ted.com/talks/rick_warren_a_life_of_purpose#t-339441

http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html


Why  Good  Leaders  Make  
You  Feel  Safe

TED.COM – Simon  Sinek
https://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_why_good_leaders_make_y

ou_feel_safe?language=en

http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html


National  Study  of  Youth  
And  Religion  Presentation

Dr.  Christian  Smith – Notre Dame
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRCaQlr9ooU

http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html


Leaders  Eat  Last 
Excellent  Leadership

Simon Sinek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReRcHdeUG9Y&t=3s

http://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action.html


Suggested  
Empirical  Research  

Studies



National  Study  Of  
Youth  and  Religion

https://youthandreligion.nd.edu/

Required  reading  for  anyone  

involved  in  youth  ministry



Pew Forum
Religious  Landscape  Survey

https://www.pewforum.org/religious-

landscape-study/

The latest data on religion in America



Gallup  Religious  Studies
Religious  Landscape  Survey

https://news.gallup.com/topic/religion.aspx

A lot of data about religion in the U.S. 

https://news.gallup.com/topic/religion.aspx


Pew  Forum  Studies
On  Decline  In  Christianity  In 

the  U.S.  Over  Last  Decade

https://www.pewforum.org/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-

christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace/

https://www.pewforum.org/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace/


Successful  Clergy  Suggestions

http://stewardshipcalling.com/holy-
cross-parish-life-101/

~ Some  highly  successful  and  experienced  

clergy  provided  you  their  anonymous  and  

unfiltered  suggestions  based  on  the  lessons 

they  had  learned  over  many  decades. 

~ These  are  merely  their  ideas,  opinions  and 

recommendations  and  do  NOT  necessarily  

represent  the  opinions  of  Holy  Cross,  Fr.  

Luke,  Stewardship  Calling  ministry, etc. You  

can  find  these  “Successful  and  Experienced  

Clergy  Recommendations”  at: 

http://stewardshipcalling.com/holy-cross-parish-life-101/


Science  of  Generosity  Studies

https://generosityresearch.nd.edu/

Required  reading  for  anyone  

involved  in  stewardship  ministry



Science  of  Generosity  
Studies

The  Science  Of  Generosity  Studies  
Identified  6  Basic  Conclusions



Conclusion #1  (Cognitive  Decision):

1. After  thoughtful  reflection,  people  form  an  
existential  opinion  about  themselves  and  their  
generosity  at  a  fairly  early  age

2. It’s  shaped  initially  by  their  parents  and  the  
behavior  of  other  adults  important  to  them  

3. If  they  don’t  decide  to  be  generous  when  
young,  a  parish  can  help   people  confront  the  key  
question:    “What  kind  of  person  do  I  want  to  be?”  

Science  of  Generosity  Studies



Are  you  generous?

Have  you  taught  
generosity?



Science  of  Generosity  Studies

Conclusion #2 (Routinization of Giving):
1. After  they  form  a  personal  generosity  

opinion,  people  look  for  easy  and  
routine  ways  to  be  generous

2. Parishes  must  make  sure  to  have  easy  
electronic  and  other  routine  giving  
options

3. Parishes  should  have  a  standard  donor  
giving  timetable  (campaign)  and  
process  (including  your  youth)  



Does   your  Parish  
facilitate  easy  giving?



Science  of  Generosity  Studies

Conclusion #3  (Culture of Generosity):
1. People  model  the  behavior  of  their  

peers  and  those  around  them

2.  A  Parish  should  create  and  
communicate  a  culture  of  
generosity,  and  social  networks  
that  support  generosity,  for  
members  to  see  themselves  as  a  
part  of  that  generous  culture    

3. “There  are  no  lone  givers”  - peoples’  
giving  is  affected  by  who  they  
know  and  how  generous  they  are  



Science  of  Generosity  Studies

Conclusion #3 (Culture of Generosity):

4. Encourage  creative  ways  for  your  
youth  to  decide  to  become  generous

5. Get  generous  givers  to  talk  
constructively  (not  brag)  about  the  
joy  their  giving  brings  them

6. Encourage  (do  not  shame)  people  to  
be  generous  in  a  variety  of  
creative  ways



Has  your  Parish  
created  a  culture  of  

generosity  and  a 
social  network  to  

promote  it,  including  
your  youth?



Science  of  Generosity  Studies
Conclusion  #4 (Church  Giving  Facilitation):

1. Regular  church  goers  generally  give  
more  money  and  are  more  generous 

2. Generosity  is  improved  when  a  church  
makes  a  religious  call  to  give  

3. You  have  to  ask  and  remind - not  
constantly,  but  consistently

4. Talking  about  needs  or  paying  bills  
does  NOT  work  at  creating  true  and  
sustainable  stewardship  behavior   -
“people  give  to  mission  and  vision”



Has  your  Parish  
created  regular 

processes  to  share  its  
vision  and  life  

changing  ministries  
and  then  solicit  

generosity?



Science  of  Generosity  Studies

Conclusion  #5 (Parents  Teaching):
1. Parents  must proactively  and  explicitly  

teach  their  children  about  giving  
generously

2. Kids  watch  and  mimic  adults’ visible  
behavior

3.  Parent’s  generosity  is  usually
invisible  to  their  children,  so  you  
need  to  make  it  visible  and  talk  
about  it  to  show  them  how  you  
live,  and  how  they  should  live



Has  your  Parish  
created  a  social  

network  of  generosity,  
including  your  youth?



Science  of  Generosity  Studies

Conclusion #6 (Attitude of Abundance):
1.  Parishes  need  to  cultivate  an  attitude  of  

abundance  and  gratitude,  not  
scarcity,  since  most  of  us  have  plenty  
in  our  households

2.  Attitudes  of  abundance  have  been  
shown  psychologically  and  biologically  
to  cause  people  to  reframe  their  
reality  and  allows  people  to  become  
generous



Has  your  Parish  
communicated  an 

attitude  of  abundance 
(or  have  you  been  

communicating  
scarcity  and  crisis)?



Suggested 

Podcasts  List



5th Sunday  Stewardship Calling 
Every  month  with  a  5th Sunday  1.5  

hour  live  call-in  program  at  8:00 

p.m.  EDT

1st Wednesday  Stewardship 

Calling
One  hour  live  call-in  program         

on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  

month  at  8:00  p.m. EDT

For  specific  questions  or  

additional  information  email  

Bill@stewardshipcalling.com)

http://stewardship

calling.com/intern

et-radio/

mailto:Bill@stewardshipcalling.com


The  Generosity  

Challenge – The  Top  

Issue  Facing  Parishes  

and  Parishioners 

How  to  Create  a  

Culture  of  Generosity  

in  Your  Life  &  Parish:

Sunday, 

December  30,  2018

https://www.ancientfaith.c
om/podcasts/stewardshipc
alling/how_to_solve_the_
biggest_challenge_in_our
_parishes_today

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/how_to_solve_the_biggest_challenge_in_our_parishes_today


“Overcoming  The  
Challenge  of  
Donor  Fatigue”

August 7,  2019

https://www.ancientfa
ith.com/podcasts/stew
ardshipcalling/donor_
fatigue

With  Fr.  Aaron  
Warwick – St.
Mary  
Antiochian  
Church  -
Wichita, KS

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/donor_fatigue


“The  Tithe  &  
Percentage  

Giving”

February 6, 2019

https://www.ancientfa
ith.com/podcasts/stew
ardshipcalling/the_joy
_of_the_tithe

Nick Kasemeotes

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/the_joy_of_the_tithe


Effective Sermons 

and Homilies
Part  1 = 12/4/19

Part  2 = 2/15/20

1.https://www.ancientfaith.com/
podcasts/stewardshipcalling/the
_importance_of_effective_prea
ching_part_1

2.https://www.ancientfaith.com
/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/th
e_importance_of_effective_pre
aching_part_2

Fr. Barnabas 

Powell

Fr. Nicholas 

Louh

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/the_importance_of_effective_preaching_part_1
https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/the_importance_of_effective_preaching_part_2


“Stewardship   
Over   God’s   
Creation   &   
Creatures”

July 3,  2019

https://www.ancientfa
ith.com/podcasts/stew
ardshipcalling/stewar
dship_over_gods_cre
ation

Dr.  Alexis  Marianes
Reserva Jaguara 
pira  (Brazil) & 
Sustainable  
Innovations  
Initiative 
(Trinidad)

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/stewardship_over_gods_creation


“The Forgotten Most 
Important Stewards in 
our Orthodox Christian 
Churches – Youth and 
Emerging Adults”

May  1,  2019

With  Steve  
Christoforou  of  
GOA  Y2AM

https://www.ancientfa
ith.com/podcasts/stew
ardshipcalling/youth_
and_young_adults_th
e_forgotten_stewards

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/youth_and_young_adults_the_forgotten_stewards


The Keys to Stewardship 

for Youth/Emerging 

Adults – Stewardship 

Calling  5th Sunday on  

Ancient Faith Radio

Part  1 = 4/30/17

Part  2 = 7/30/17

1.
https://www.ancientfaith.c
om/podcasts/stewardshipc
alling/losing_our_christian
_youth
2.
https://www.ancientfaith.c
om/podcasts/stewardshipc
alling/youth_part_2

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/losing_our_christian_youth
https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/youth_part_2


Summary  of  the  4-P  

Approach  to  Building  a  

Consensus  Vision and  

Effective  Strategic  Plan

Church  Strategic  

Planning - Sunday

October  30,  2016

https://www.ancientfa
ith.com/podcasts/stew
ardshipcalling/casting
_vision

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/casting_vision


Using  The  Four  

Disciplines  of  Execution  

In  Parishes

August 5, 2020

https://www.ancientfai
th.com/podcasts/stewa
rdshipcalling/how_can
_you_and_your_churc
h_be_more_effective

Best-selling author Jim Huling

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/how_can_you_and_your_church_be_more_effective


The  Power  and  

Impact  of  Strategic  

Planning  for  Church  

Organizations

Fr.  Stephen  Powley  of  Orthodox  Christian  

Prison  Ministries  - “ A New Day for OCPM” 

(9-19-19  AFR  Interview)

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/featu

res/a_new_day_for_ocpm



“The  New  Old 
Imperative  for  
Churches  and  People:   
Trust,  Integrity,  
Transparency  and  
Accountability”

July  29,  2018

With  CPA  Chris  Mandaleris  
and  Attorney  Steve  
Laduzinsky,  including  special 
materials on Good Financial  
Practices

https://www.ancientfaith

.com/podcasts/stewards

hipcalling/integrity

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/stewardshipcalling/integrity


5th Sunday  Stewardship Calling 
Every  month  with  a  5th Sunday  1.5  

hour  live  call-in  program  at  8:00 

p.m.  EDT

1st Wednesday  Stewardship 

Calling
One  hour  live  call-in  program         

on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  

month  at  8:00  p.m. EDT

For  specific  questions  or  

additional  information  email  

Bill@stewardshipcalling.com)

http://stewardship

calling.com/intern

et-radio/

mailto:Bill@stewardshipcalling.com


Two  Orthodox  Resources   
Available  To  You

To  help  people  and  
parishes  discover  

and  live  their  
stewardship  callings  

so  that  they  may  
have  a  good  account  
before  the  awesome  

judgement  seat  of  
Christ.

To  help  transform 
and  improve 

Orthodox  Church 
organizations, 
parishes,  and 

ministries  in  order 
to  strengthen  the 

Body  of  Christ.

https://orthodoxministry.org/https://stewardshipcalling.com/



Bill  Marianes
Bill@stewardshipcalling.com

“For  everyone  to  whom  much  is  given,  from  him  much  will  be  required.”             
Luke  12:48 

Igniting  the  Flame

A  Culture  of  True  Christian  

Stewardship  and  Generosity

(Part 6)

mailto:Bill@stewardshipcalling.com
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Bill@stewardshipcalling.com

Igniting  the  Flame

APPENDIX

http://www.stewardshipcalling.com/


The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point

¹ The  conclusion  from  a  senior  researcher  who  works  at  a  
well-established  national  research  organization  that  focuses  
on  religion  and  Christianity  in  America.

THE  RESEARCH  SHOWS¹:

“Within  the  last  5  years  or  
so,  something  dramatic  has  
shifted  (tipped)  in  America  

regarding  the  Christian  
religion!” 



The  Tipping  Point:  How  Little  Things  Can  
Make  a  Big  Difference - Malcolm Gladwell

~ A  tipping  point  is  "the  moment  of  critical  
mass…” 

~ The turning  point  in  an  evolving  situation  
that  leads  to  a  new  and  irreversible  
development 

~ In  epidemiology  it  is  when  an  infectious  
disease  reaches  the  point  beyond  any  
local  ability  to  control  it  from  spreading  
more widely 

~ A  tipping  point  occurs  after  approximately  
16%  adoption  of  any  idea  or  product  

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_Gladwell


16%  
Tipping  
Point

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point



~  In  2011,  a  majority  of  Americans  
believed  same  sex  marriage  was  
OK  (and  should  be  legal) ¹ ²

~  Around  2011, more  than  50%  of  
Americans  expressed  the  belief  
homosexuality  should  be  accepted  
by  society² 

¹ Gallup  
² The  Pew  Research  Center  Religion and Public  Life

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point



~  In  2012,  only  50%  of  Americans  said  
religion  was  very  important in  
their  lives¹

~  In  2010,  less  than  50%  of  Americans  
expressed  a  “great  deal”  or  “quite  
a  lot”  of  confidence  in  organized  
religion ¹ 

¹ Gallup  

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point



~  Around  2013,  less  than  the  50%  of  
minorities  (Hispanic  and  black)  
believe  race  relations  in  America  
are  “very  good”  or  “somewhat  
good” ¹ 

~  In  2014,   a  majority  of  Americans  
believed  doctor  assisted  suicide  
was  morally  acceptable ¹ 

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point

¹ Gallup  



~  In  2013,  a  majority  of  Americans  
said  the  protection  of  the  
environment  should  be  given  
priority  over  economic  growth ¹ 

~  In  2015,  a  majority  of  Americans  
said  the  seriousness of  global  
warming  was  underestimated  ¹ 

¹ Gallup  

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point



~  In  2012,  more  Americans  
disapproved  of  the  way  the  
Supreme  Court  was  handling  cases  
than  those  who  approved¹

~  In  2013,  a  majority  of  Americans  
said  abortion  was  morally  
acceptable ¹ 

¹ Gallup  

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point



~  In  2011,  a  majority  of  Americans  
believed  marijuana  should  be  
made  legal ¹ 

~  In  2010,  less  than  50%  of  Americans  
expressed  a  “great  deal”  or  “quite  
a  lot”  of  confidence  in  organized  
religion ¹ 

¹ Gallup  

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point



~  Around  2011,  more  Americans  
agreed  we  should  control  gun  
ownership  than  said  it  was  more  
important  to  protect  the  right  to  
own  guns ¹ 

~  Around  2010,  a  majority  of  
Americans  used  social  networking  
sites ¹ 

¹ The  Pew  Research  Center  Religion and Public  Life

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point



~  Around  2012,  the  percentage  of  
Americans  who  were  married  
dropped to  50%  for  the  first  time ¹ 

~  In  2014,  only  28%  of  millennials  
were  married  compared  to  66%  of  
baby  boomers ¹ 

¹ The  Pew  Research  Center  Religion and Public  Life

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point



~  Around  2009,  a  great  percentage  of  
Americans  said  they  were  politically 
“independent”  than  the  percentage  
saying  they  were  Democrat  or  the  
percentage  saying  they  were  
Republican ¹ 

¹ The  Pew  Research  Center  Religion and Public  Life

The  U.S.  Culture  vs.  
Religion  Tipping  Point
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