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EXTERNAL OPPORTUNITIES – HEAT MAPPED UGANDA ORTHODOX 
CHURCH 

 
31 – POSITIVE UGANDAN GOVERNMENTAL SITUATION & OTHER 

RELATIONSHIPS - Relative peace and security in the country, supporting the ministry and 

evangelisation.; Recognized Religion: One of the four state-recognized religions since the 1970s; 
Recognition as one of the three established Christian churches in Uganda.; National Connections: 
The bishop maintains direct contact with the President and key civic leaders; enjoys state partnership 
benefits such as land, vehicles, and tax exemptions—if strategically engaged.; The government 
recognizes our presence as a formidable Church in the country.; High respect for Church Leaders in 
Uganda especially by Politicians.; Government supportive policies e.g., Service delivery through 
faith-based organization, Public-Private Partnership for Health (PPPH) etc.; Good will from 
government; Government Recognition & Engagement - The church is officially recognized by the 
Ugandan government — a vital platform for pursuing formal dialogue, development partnerships, and 
policy influence. There is room to strategically advocate for Orthodox representation in government 
offices, councils, and public institutions, without conflicting with spiritual integrity; The government 
recognizes our presence as a formidable Church in the country.; the possibility to get tax breaks from 
the government are open ended if we pull-up our shocks; Supporting laws and Policies to promote 

expansion of the Church; It is among 4 traditional religions in the country; Prevalence of peace and 

favorable government policy; The Orthodox Church is a member of ecumenical Organizations like 
Uganda Joint Christian Council, Joint Medical Stores and also a member of the Inter religious Council 
of Uganda- possibilities for networking, partnerships, fundraising etc.; Ecumenical Respect: Other 
faith communities admire and consult the Orthodox Church on theological, political, social, and 

economic issues locally and internationally.; It is known and respected by the government; It’s a 

member body of other religious organisations like Uganda Joint Christian Council, Intereligious 

Council of Uganda, Bible Society of Uganda etc; It can seek support from the government and other 

Donor world; Growing government interest in investing and promotion of religious tourism; Take 
advantage of the goodwill and Tax exemption facilities by government for churches;. Take advantage 
of the recognition and respect by the state, other religious denominations and the public;. Take 
advantage of government social and economic programmes aimed at empowering communities 
especially the disadvantaged and most vulnerable societal categories.; Available funding for 
community-driven, faith-based initiatives; Enabling government policy environment and laws on 
religious freedoms. Freedom of worship. No legal restrictions on individuals to convert from one 
religious denomination to another (Proselytizing).; government is will to assist our church in the area 
of self-sustianability; Existing social development programmes by the government of Uganda ; Legal 
framework in Uganda still favours Churches, there are no restrictions, & there is freedom of worship.; 
Community development projects; High respect for Church Leaders in Uganda especially by 
Politicians. 

 

26 – POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS / STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENTS - Strategic engagement 

with University and Campus communities. Universities are a fertile ground for student fellowships; 
Partnerships with Kampala – based NGO’s and Faith based agencies.; Presence of development 
partners with whom to collaborate with.; Active in the Holy Synod of Alexandria, Uganda Joint 
Christian Council, Inter-Religious Council, Bible Society of Uganda, and academia.; Educational 
Trust: Many parents entrust their children to Orthodox schools based on the Church’s trustworthy 
legacy.; Catholic Church: Strong administrative systems, local seminary development, youth 
leadership programs, and documented histories. These practices strengthen identity and succession 
planning — all compatible with Orthodox tradition.; Anglican Church: Transparent church governance 
with functioning synods and clear roles for bishops, clergy, and laity. Uganda’s Orthodox Church can 
benchmark these structures while preserving Orthodox episcopal authority.; Muslim Community: 
Effective land registration and property management practices for mosques and schools. Orthodox 
parishes can draw on these models to strengthen title acquisition and stewardship;. Possibility of 
building strategic partnerships with NGOs, donors, and the government; Partnerships; Expansion of 
Social Programs: - Partner with NGOs or government for health, gender, and education initiatives. - 
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Scale up programs under platforms like WESULP.; Interfaith Collaboration: - Partner with other 
denominations on peacebuilding and development.; Good working relationship with outside sister 
churches; Respect from the communities; Presence of development partners with whom to 
collaborate with.; Interfaith and ecumenical dialogue to promote peace and shared values; The 
Orthodox Church is a member of ecumenical Organizations like Uganda Joint Christian Council, Joint 
Medical Stores and also a member of the Inter religious Council of Uganda- possibilities for 
networking, partnerships, fundraising etc.; We belong to different interfaith and inter religious bodies 
where we sometimes get learning and financial support to programs.; We have international Orthodox 
based bodies, institutions and individuals  that support our efforts sometimes and who are ready to 
walk with us in situations of need.; ecumenical engagement (Uganda Joint Christian Council ) & civic 
advocacy;  partnership with Kampala Capital City Authority (KCCA) for urban development;  
Willingness of church-based partners to support the church's mission in Uganda; Ecumenical 
dialogue: building relationships with other Christian denominations; Opportunities for partnerships 
with NGOs and global Orthodox institutions; Existence of ecumenical and interfaith initiatives 
promoting shared interests among Christians in Uganda; Leveraging external support, including 
professional expertise, financial and Moral. 

 

15 – OPENNESS TO ORTHODOXY / CHURCH - Non-orthodox people country-wide have a 

positive attitude towards us; Demographically, Christianity is still the biggest population hence the 
majority in Uganda.; Ordinary people trust and have confidence in Church Leaders.; Large population 
of Uganda that is waiting to listen and receive Orthodox teaching and practice.; Interest in Authentic 
Christianity - Many Ugandans, disillusioned by modern prosperity movements, are searching for 
traditional, apostolic Christianity.; The church still enjoys the trust of people. So it can take advantage 
of this trust to engage communities in personal and church development; Willingness among the 
Believers to join Orthodoxy; Willing Community members to join Orthodoxy; Increased global interest 
in African Orthodoxy and indigenous spiritual expressions; Cultural exchange: sharing Orthodox 
heritage with Ugandan culture;. Answering the falseness that exists in the world; People long for 
truth.; Non-orthodox people country-wide have a positive attitude towards us; Global Invitation: The 
world is open to us—we are called to reach out, serve others, walk with them, and speak on their 
behalf in matters of justice and truth; Demographically, Christianity is still the biggest population 
hence the majority in Uganda.; Ordinary people trust and have confidence in Church Leaders. 

 

11 – TECHNOLOGY / INNOVATION / SOCIAL MEDIA - Existence of Social media; Innovation 

and technology; Technology and Media Outreach - Digital platforms offer new avenues for 
evangelism, catechism, and connecting with diaspora Ugandans;. The digital age makes it easier to 
spread Orthodox teachings and connect with faithful; Digital outreach. Embracing digital platforms 
could enable the church to reach a global audience, engage members more effectively, and provide 
online services or resources.; Church is at liberty to open up a media means like radio or Television 
to spread orthodoxy in they entire Uganda.; Digital Evangelism: -  Use of radio, TV, and social 
media to increase outreach.- Climate and Environmental Action: - Integrate faith-based 
environmental stewardship programs.; Technological advancements (radio, social media) for 
evangelism and catechism; digital expansion in Uganda’s capital hub; Increased visibility through 
digital media and urban outreach, regular liturgical content, catechism, and Bible Study; Enhanced 
access to and utilisation of ICT in ministry and evangelization. 

 

9 – YOUTH NEEDS - The huge Youth population; Consistent youth engagement; Serving the growing 

needs of the youth and empowering them; High youth population seeking moral guidance and 
employment; Youth programs; Youth Empowerment Initiatives: - Skills training, entrepreneurship, and 
mentorship through youth fellowships.; Youth Engagement and Modernization. Many youngsters are 
coming and we only need to educationally empower them and challenge them to realize church as 
platform for the fulfillment of their purpose in the Lord.; Favorable conditions for vocational training 
and enterprise development targeting unemployed youth; Growing youth population as a foundation 
for the church. 
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8 – INCREASING NEEDS OF PEOPLE THE CHURCH CAN FULFILL - People are needy 

and vulnerable, with a need to belong, to be served e.g orphans, displaced in camps etc.;  
Demand for quality health, education, and social services in underserved areas; People are needy 
and vulnerable, with a need to belong, to be servied e.g orphans, displaced in camps etc.;  High 
demand for quality health and education services; Health Care Services. These can be good centers 
of evangelism.; Growing Demand for quality Education and Community Services. Tweaking and 
improving the quality of the services we offer in our education and health centers shall re-announce 
the metropolis to the world.; Disaster response: providing humanitarian aid and support; Education 
and Health Initiatives - Potential for Orthodox-run schools, clinics, and social services to attract 
converts and serve the wider community. 

 

7 – GLOBAL ORTHODOX CHURCH - The goodwill of other Orthodox Church partners from 

Greece, America etc. of which the church can ride on to advance its agenda; It is a member of the 
Greek Orthodox Church under the patriarchate of Alexandria.; Global Orthodox Support - 
Partnerships with Orthodox Churches in Greece, Cyprus, USA, and other countries can aid training, 
resources, and missionary expansion;. It is internationally recognized.; Growing global Orthodox 
networks that can offer technical or financial support; Diaspora Engagement: - Mobilize Orthodox 
Ugandans abroad to support local initiatives.; Being part of the wider Orthodox Family globally- 
possibilities for networking, partnerships, fundraising etc. 

 

5 – GROWING URBANIZATION - Growing urbanization of business centers/towns. The church 

should position itself take the Gospel to urban centers.; Rapid Urbanization in Kampala - Growing 
population and urban centers present a chance to reach out to more people with Orthodox witness.; 
Growing urban populations offer mission and outreach possibilities; rapid urban & diaspora growth in 
Kampala; The expanding urban population of Kampala. 

 

2 – CHANGING ROLE OF WOMEN  - Gender Mainstreaming: - Increase women’s leadership in 

both Church and community roles. - Use of OCMU structures for transformative gender programming; 
Expanding women and family ministry. 

 
 
THESE ARE INTERNAL AND NOT EXTERNAL TO THE UGANDAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AND 

THEREFORE NOT CONSIDERED EXTERNAL OPPORTUNTIES 
~ Good we have people of good will who are ready to support; 
~ Implementing a clear and compassionate social doctrine for the church;  
 
~ Diverse programs for different age groups. Tailoring programs to various demographics could increase church attendance and 

engagement, catering to unique needs and interests; 
~ Evangelism; 
~ Leadership development;  
~ The voluntarism spirit inherent within the orthodox faith believers here.; 
~ Income-generating projects; 
~ Scholarships; 
~ Opportunity to convert Church land into self-sustaining projects (e.g. schools, farms, retreat centers); 
~Legacy of our fore Fathers; 
~Trained personnel within the Church;  
~Willing community members to offer land for the Growth of the Church; 
~ Available resources that can be used to enhance growth and accumulation of wealth within the Church; 
~ Much as our parishes are rural in nature, donor partners are interested in areas and situations of vulnerability, need and where 

injustice seems to be.; 
~ We are still a virgin faith in the area of fundraising that can easily be funded by interested parties if we professionally and  strategically 

pull our systems together 
~A Priests’ Sacco to foster financial literacy and Empowerment; 
~out-sourcing labour of various expertise is ease; 
~entrance of russian orthodox in the country a wake-up call; 
~non-orthodox church are more than will to give a leave; 
~ Benchmarking Good Practices from Other Faiths. All benchmarking should honor Orthodox canons by adapting rather than adopting 

— integrating administrative discipline and community-focused strategies without compromising theology.; 
~Contextualizing Orthodoxy;  
~ Cultural Integration and Local Appeal. This will include reshaping some aspects like music to speak to the local congregation.; 
~ Diaspora engagement from Kampala connected communities.; 


